INITIATORY LETTER

The Philosoephicel Sociely of Washinglon had is origin in fhe jollowing
initialory lelier:

Prof. Joseph Henry, LL.D.

The undersigned respeetfully request you to preside at a
meeting which they propose to hold for the purpose of form-
ing a society, having for its object the free exchange of views
on scientific subjects, and the promotion of seientific inguiry

amaong its members.

M. C. Mzias,
BrNsaminv Puiren,
Taeo. Giuy,

Prror Parxes,

¥. B. Mzrx,

T. R. Prazs,

W B. Tavion

Caas. A. ScrorT,

E. B. Erviorr,

I'. V. HaypEN,

J. . Hinearp,

J. H. Lang,

5. F. Bamp,

Wazrer L. Nicuonsox,
W H. Darg,

B. Frangiy GREENE,
- 8. V. Bextr,

Geores C. ScuAnrreg,
Tros. Lincory Caspy,
Jxo. G. Panrxe,

B. F. Sawps,

Horace Carron,
THOMAS ANTISELL,
J. J. Woopwagp,
J. 8. Bruaavas,

I K. Barves,

C. H, Crang,
Georce A. Omis,
ALBERT J, MYER,
A. A, HumprHREYS,
Asaru Havy,
Simon NEwcoMs,
W, Harrnmss,
B. F. Cralg,

J. H. C, Corrin,
TronnTon A, JENKINS,
Grorex H. Euvior,
W. T, SHErMAN,
A, B. Dy,

J. B. WassLeR,
A, B. Earox,
Irisua Foork,

HSazatox P. Cuase.

The oriyinal of the above lelter has notl yel been located, however, the leiler
s quoled in earlier documents ({ncluding Vol I of the Bulletin) end was
apparently presenled fo Joseph Henry on March 12, 1871.

The document reproduced on the fold-out énsert was found recently in the
archives of the Sociely and eppears lo be a precursor of the Initiatory Leller.
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DRAFT OF THE INITIATORY LETTER DATED FEBRUARY 7, 1871

The above document appears lo be an earlier drafi of the Initiatory Letler which was of the origin of the foundation of The
Philosoplical Soctety of Waskington by 44 members of the Saturday (or Scientific) Club on March 1 3, 1871. Most probably
some of the members of the Saturdey Club signed this draft after February 7 (which was a Tuesday). T'he names of Flisha
Foote, Wm. Harkness, and Simon Newcomb seem lo have been writlen in by another person (possibly Asaph Hall). The
original docwinent shows that Wm. H. Dall end George A. Otis placed their signatires over their names wrillen in by another
person.  Sabmon P. Chase, whose name appears on the final document, did not sign this draftand W. T, Sherman’s signature
is followed by the words: General U8, Army.

The text of the above droft includes the words “and studies’ which ave omitied in the final document.



